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Editorial:
/Towards The Sufi Path

In the Name of God the Most Merciful and Beneficent.
Peace be upon the Prophet and his Ahlebait, Imamain and
beloved Auliya.

Auliya Council of North America is a New York based
organization dedicated to the Sufi path of belief, spirituality, way of
life, practice and culture formulated by Sufia, Auliya of the Indian
Subcontinent. Love, Oneness and Justice being the core concepts in the
Sufi way of life, the Council celebrates these and is working towards
actualizing the promise Sufi spirituality and way of living and being
holds for humanity in general and for Muslims in particular. Steeped in
the spirituality, language, culture and life of Subcontinental Islam, the
Council's compass is Khuda, our Rasool Mohammad e
Mustafa (saw), Ahlebait and the AuliyaAllah. The Indian Subcontinent
has been endowed by God with at least a millennium of Sufi Auliya,
their immense body of ilm, collected wisdom, deep research in to all
aspects of Islam, its syncretism with other faiths, both individual and
collective/societal (zaati and samaji) aspects, all aspects of human
existence: cultural, spiritual, economic, political, philosophical, the
Known and the Unknown (zahire aur bataine). The Council explores,
celebrates, implements and seeks to work in all these areas and build a

community without borders based on the work of our Auliya.

Headquartered in a former church in a small town just outside of New
York City, founded in 2017, the Council has been blessed with
a Khanqah and Imambargah at its headquarters; the Khangah e Chishtiya




Faridiya and Imambargah Hussaniya Sajjadiya. Sufi rituals, sama, research,
learning and teaching, community outreach and strong bonds with several
institutions of learning and Dargahs in the Subcontinent have
strengthened the Council's mission and vision.

Sufitimes and allied digital platforms, a quarterly and Insha Allah
next year a monthly is being launched initially in the digital space to
draw upon this immense and powerful knowledge base. The Muslim
world today stands divided, a destroyed civilization, fragmented by
divisions and subdivisions of sect, language, caste, creed, geography,
faith, belief, culture, politics and sometimes "just difference for the sake
of difference". We as a people have forgotten how to live with others, to
live and practice the simple yet profound civilization building
knowledge in the Quran, our Prophet saw and his zurriat. On a positive
note, all is not lost. In spite of all efforts to quash it, our core belief as
Muslims and human beings remains our nature endowed (fitri) Oneness,
Love and caring and Justice in all aspects of human existence. Sufitimes
and Auliya Council's vision is an effort to draw upon this immense body
of knowledge, tradition, practice and institutions to serve as a "call to
action" to Muslims towards a just peaceful, pluralisticand inclusive
society that is inclusive of all communities. The Umma of our Prophet
saw did not differentiate between people of different faiths, the Umma
constitutes people of all faiths not just muslims.

Auliya Council and Sufi times seek closeness to God thru the

path (deen) given to us by the Quran and Our Prophet Mohammad saw

and as elucidated by Imamain, Sahaba, AuliyaKaram,
Shariat-collectively ending in the body of knowledge and practice
known as"Tassawuf". Inshallah, we aim to become the voice of




Tassawuf, unity and inclusiveness worldwide by bringing together Sufi
thought, culture, philosophy, practice, knowledge, research and works
from all corners of the world particularly the Subcontinent. We will
attempt to represent Tassawuf in all its varying colors and create a
platform for all producing works in this sphere.

The Council through Sufitimes and allied media platforms seeks
to address the entire spectrum: those who are "lay people" to Tassawuf
and are not familiar with the subject to those who are steeped in the
scholarly and spiritual knowledge base of Tassawuf: our esteemed ulama,
Muftiyan, buzurgaan e deen and wisdom carriers. Audience includes
"westernized" Muslims and non-muslims who by virtue of generational
change, immigration and other factors have lost their roots in
Tassawuf: roots that created a civilization and culture in the Indian
Subcontinent that espoused and lived spiritual and religious harmony,

syncretism, peace and progress at both individual and communal levels.

We will raise the voice of the "revolutionary promise" of change
in Muslim societies that is inherent in Tassawuf and assist in open
debate and thought leadership towards this goal. We will attempt to
counter the oppositionalism, sectarianism, violence, literalism,
divisiveness, exclusiveness, societal morbidity and very basic
destructive instincts that are prevalent in Muslim societies with
Tassawuf driven thought and actions that will bridge these opposing
forces-towards individual spiritual sustenance and open, just, and
progressive societies.

The inspiration and conviction for this entire kaawish (effort) for
which I am grateful eternally comes from many: my Sheikh Sain Abu
Saced Ehsanullah Mohammadi Safawi who took all fears away except
the fear of God, my Teacher Mufti Imamuddin Saeed Misbahi Sahab who




taught me sabar and instilled in me fascination with our deen and the
entire Faculty of Jamia Aarifia, Allahabad particularly Dr. Zishan
Misbahi who taught me the power of conviction. I am thankful to
Dr. Hussein Kamaly who brings scholarly devotion to our deen at
Auliya Council. Many others I am thankful to: for inspiring and
compelling progress in Tassawuf thought by encouraging Ijtihad (the
application of reason) to adapt Tassawuf principles and values to
modern societies by continuous research on past works and writings,
bringing to fore and surface contemporary Tassawuf thought and
literature and giving a worldwide forum to those carrying on the torch
of Tassawuf in any and all forms. I am thankful to our Editorial Board
and contributors for being so generous with their time and giving me
direction. Thanks are due to the staff of Roznama Mera Watan for
putting this journal together in particular Arshad Faridi Sahab, Editor
Mera Waten, to Syed Sarwar Chisty Sahab, Patron-in-Chief, Auliya
Council for showing me what courage in difficult times means and my
dear friend and co-founder Ibrar Nadeem whose selfless support to
Auliya Council is unending.

Lastly, I am grateful to my family: my mother Sajida Khatoon for
her duas, my wife Galina Bass, my son Jacob Salman Kazmi and my
siblings: they make life possible for me to embark upon yet another
journey and my friends Faisal Siddiqui Chishty and Tashfeen Qayyum

and Dr. Asma Sadiq, three comrades whose positiveness, duas and

thought fulness is crucial. To Imam e Aali Magam I owe all.

Dr. M. Mehdi Kazmi

Managing Editor Sufitimes and Executive Director, Auliya
Council of North America.

February 19, 2023
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