S
T AT AU

QUARTERLY

SUFI TIMES




2D AUt

col® ® Ploan p
{9.93.@
o

QUARTERLY oS3 1

SUFI TIMES RIS

s Vs J KSurssf 15 el Ko
(Sler 215 A5 (5% I LB -1y =
Sler 21 B Gr 6 a ST e

SIS Nit P YR
St g8 Py St IS oy
J/l};&ﬁfé’:&@”@}%ﬁ/’ﬂf @)jg@,ﬂ/y;ﬁg iy 3 g 5t

w YRR XUTR PRI SRS
L I o S )

22 CNTR &n
auliyacouncil@gmail.com E A
> S .4
10541- Ly oo b nis1c85 IR ,J;/ /la’/LJlMJ)’
(D054 - e yebin 55185 @
-‘guﬁidnﬁbxdla}‘!(;/l)!c_c«w;/ﬁlﬁzﬁ'u:‘y ﬁ

(1) 10541 -_| o g v Ss st 551685

Publisher: 85-Mount Hope Road, Mahopac, New York, USA

QUARTERLY .
SUFI TIMES 2




A

” ® Ploan p

ﬁ-@

*

A 4D

: drio I gondao Gepliis
4 Dr. M.Mehdi Kazmi Fareedi | Editorial
10 Dr. M.Mehdi Kazmi Fareedi Leadership-Hazrat Ali's Model
14 Dr. Zishan Misbahi Virtues Of Imam Al
17 Maulana Ziyaur Rahman Alimi| A beautiful sermon of Imam Al

ol e 5as
24 wmuw,wférw e & B BT Ubs
26 L{%’j;,ywy ,@;Taf’;ﬂuwur
31 Sl Il & fu/;,ﬁw&‘fu*}ww/’ti” Fobany
37 ot S S EISTE
44 S BB | EUTh e Bl e o
51 Sl by Jibdsl clnJule =
et 33

56 dﬂdﬁ)ﬂub’loti/g/i.lgﬁ/ufboﬁrlb’ &E’iutééﬁ/
57 B Sbroses”
59 Gx ;u; ¥Satrst #13 eSS

QUARTERLY

SUFI TIMES




EDITORIAL

YA ALI A.S MADAD
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Call Ali, who is Manifestor of Wonders(knower of the Unknown),
you shall surely find him helper in your difficulties, all grief and
sorrow shall be removed. | submit my temporal wishes to Thee on
whom | trust and always referred Thee to bestow fulfillment of
temporal wishes. O! Having Thee bestowed support, O! Thee
Appointed Wali, All grief and Sorrows will disappear, By Thee by Thy
tremendousness O! Lord, By Thee by Thy Apostleship O!

Muhammad, - Blessings of Thee on Thy Apostle & descendants, By
Thee by Thy granted Power & Authority of Wail, O! Ali, O
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Ali, O! Ali Help! O! Ali for Thee granted eternal hidden grants to
you, Help! Allah the Almighty is Supreme, Allah the Almighty is
supreme, Allah the Almighty is supreme, | am relieved from the enmity
of (your) enemies. Thee is Eternal, Absolute; | have trustin Thee, By that
truth, Thee do we serve and Thee do we beseech help. O! Helper of the
Seekers of help!, O! Ali help!, O! Mighty all winner over enemies, O!
Eternal Leaders of the Leaders, O! Manifestor of Wonders, O! The
Chosen one, O! Mighty and Powerful, O! Mighty, Valiant, Chivalrous
Able oppressor of antagonists Might & Valour is yours, O! Powerful
combater, You are mighty and Irresistible, Such a Powerful & Strong
avenger that none is capable to resist nor keeps power to revenge |
submit my temporal wishes to Thee, The supreme, No doubt Thy is All
Knowing O! People, There is no God except ALLAH The Supreme, The
Merciful, The Beneficent O! Allah, Thy is sufficient, The best Governor,
The best Master, The best Helper. O! Helper of seekers of help and
bereft, O! The Merciful helper of poor, Come for Help! O! Ali Help! O! Ali
Help! , O! Thee by Thy Mercy, by Thy Favour, by Thy Goodness of
rewarding, (Help) O! Thee The Merciful and The Most Gracious.

O! Allah Bless Mohammad saw and his progeny.

Naade Ali! Call Ali the knower of the unknown: this powerful
supplication has been relegated to being a wazifa by and large. This
dua, it is narrated, first came in to existence during the battle of Uhud
when many Muslims ran away in fear during the attack by disbelievers.
The Prophet was told by the angel Gabriel to call Aliwho fights and wins
the battle. The central idea is Ali, the knower of the “"Unknown” has
spiritual strength and closeness to God to rescue Muslims and help the
Prophet as per Gods command. Hence the supplication of Ya Ali
Madad, calling the Mushkil Kusha in time of need where one's very
existence is threatened. Ali, armed with his absolute faith in God and
Our Prophet, courage, wisdom, spiritual “Zulfigar” and devotion to Our
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Prophet fuels our lives and efforts to win the battles we fight, large or
small.

Today we Muslims are at the lowest ebb of our existence in
centuries. Our people, our lands have been and are fragmented, our
geography distorted, our social systems are in a perpetual state of
confusion. Our identity, for centuries flits between nationalism,
sectarianism, linguistic divisions and “islamism” or “modernism”. This
or that"ism” as the road to salvation has been experimented with and
failed. Beset with every known manner of societal division, a frayed
people are adrift on an uncharted sea trying to stay afloat and relevant
asapeople.

Some say, and | agree, the reason for our becoming a speck in the
arc of history is that Muslims forgot God centuries ago. The God who
ordained Our Prophet s.a.w. with the task of successfully reviving the
idea of one supreme and sovereign God who is loving and Merciful,
who will hold everyone accountable on the day of judgement. This God
of Moses and Jesus combined with associated ethical conduct and way
of life leading to justice, peace and equity became the deen that Ali
spent his entire life protecting and promulgating. Ali's entire existence
is a story of love and devotion to the Prophet and his message. The
moment Ali had been waiting for all his life came on the night of Hijra,
Ali was not afraid shielding the Prophet from harm that had been a part
of his character since childhood. For Ali no risk was too great if it meant
saving the life of his greatest friend, mentor and leader. Ali later in life,
as Caliph, as soldier and as a believer implemented Mohammad's deen
for the entire nation and gave his life for it, as did his children.

We need to Call Ali to help us at this time when we Muslims have
forgotten the very basis of our identity: ethics stemming from one just
God to regulate our societies and conduct. Simply recognizing the
oneness of God and not engaging in polytheism, the polytheism of
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living to accumulate power, being unjust for our own individual and
tribal gain and forgetting the day, Youm al din, that we are all
accountable in this world. This constitutes shirk, call Ali to remind us of
Our Prophets exhortations to not be mushrikeen(Polytheist).

We need to Call Ali when our polity, in every single so-called
Muslim country is beset with injustice, lying to and deceiving our own
good people. Regressed in to tribal political systems reminiscent of
pre-Mohammad Arabia where all policy and actions are driven from
self-interestand notin the interest of Muslims nor nation we need Ali to
remind us of his actions. We need to call upon him to address the
authoritarianism so rife in our societies since the time post the Khilafat
of Imam Hasan. We need to evoke his instructions to Malik-Al Ashtar,
the governor of Egypt on governance to learn just, kind and
compassionate governance.

We need to Call Ali in times of battle with our enemies. During the
battle of Nahrwan where he called the battle off in the interest of
avoiding bloodshed. When given the sacred banner during the battle
of Khaybar he demonstrated once and for all that he had no second in
the art of war, in his loyalty to the Prophet and in the cause of Islam.

Every battle he fought was for the cause of justice, always
provoked. He was powerful and successful as a warrior but he was also
humble and merciful even in times of defeat. He never fought for his
glory, never out of spite for the enemy. The well-known incident of him
letting go of his felled foe when this man cursed Ali showed Ali never
fought driven out of anger and passion. He maintained mastery of his
emotions as he did his fearlessness in the face of odds in the battlefield.
To quote him “the intelligence of one who cannot control his anger will
always remain incomplete”.

We need to Call Ali at this time where our societies and leaders are
corrupted, morally bankruptcy. Centuries of inequality, injustice,
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nepotism, tribalism being preferred over the well-being of Muslims has
brought the moral compass to its lowest level. We need his Imamat in
this scenario as was evident when he refused the Caliphate initially but
accepted it thru a transparent process because he believed in people's
well-being and upholding justice. In his first address he says” | call upon
you to assist me in my program of reconstruction. God is my witness to
my statement that my paramount objective is to restore justice. | shall
not transgress the bounds of the Book of God for anything. | will not be
partial to whoever he may be. In my sight all of you are equal. | shall
promulgate the Laws of God which are enshrined in His Book and I shall
do so in the light of the precedents only of His Apostle, Mohammad,
the blessed one”. His entire tenure as Caliph, all his actions were driven
by these principles.

We need to Call Aliin the face of the overwhelming majority of our
people living generation after generation in abject poverty driven by
unjust, elitist privileges that give some people unwarranted benefits
over others. His economic system was based on another address to the
nation which rectified a state- of -affairs prevalentin our societies today
too.” | hereby proclaim that | shall stop those individuals who have
abused public funds and the state treasury by diverting funds in order
to build large estates, dig many streams flowing with water; buy the
best breed of horses, purchase concubines and adopt a lifestyle of
worldly pleasures. This accountability will begin tomorrow. Whatever is
their legal right will remain with them, but everything beyond that will
return to the state. With "Fagar” as his mode of personal conduct and
worldview he made looking after the weak as his priority. Another well-
known example of his conduct with the needy, while Ali was praying a
poor, hungry man entered the mosque asking for alms. Ali, unable to
break his prayer held his hand out and dropped his ring for the man to
take which he took while Ali continued praying. He showed that caring
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for the needy takes precedence even over personal spiritual matters.

We need to call Ali when our hearts and spirituality stray from the
only Power, God. We need him to again guide us back to God and
Mohammad with his Knowledge of Zahir and Batin, to rebuild our inner
selves where the real battle is, a battle for which Ali is the model for all.
As Rumi says on Behalf of Aliin his great Masnavi:

“Iam the Lion of God,  am not the lion of my passion,

My deed bears witness to my religion.

| have removed the baggage of self out of the way,

| have deemed (whatis) other than God to be non-existent.
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O, Abu turab the gate of prophetic knowledge

O, Ali the fountain of prophetic blessings

Spiritually enlightened people (Arifeen) with profound
knowledge say: Ali Wali is crystal mirror of the prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon him) U;lf,lﬁwrmdﬁfdjmuuuowg/zlé‘pr}u

Certain passages in this editorial excerpted from "The
Prophet's Heir:The Life of Ali Ibn Abi Talib" by Prof. Hassan Abbas,
Yale University Press

Dr. M. Mehdi Kazmi

Khakpaye Ahle Bait

Managing Editor

Auliya Council of North America, New York
Rajab 14, 1445(March 2024)
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Leadership

Hazrat Ali's Model

Leadership in modern times is synonymous with the acquisition of
power and its exercise to achieve the leader's goals or the goals of
people he or she leads. If it is not for the acquisition of power it is to
propound an idea, concept, ideology or “ism” that the leader subscribes
to and believes is for the benefit of those they lead and themselves. This
idea of power and all the accoutrements of power, whether temporal or
power over hearts and minds as the driving force of leaders has vitiated
all aspects of our society. A prime example is our religious and spiritual
leadership, not all but most try to lead a sect or group of people based
on personal belief and charisma rather than what the actual belief
system calls for. It is to the point where the personal twist or color a
particular person gives to their view of our belief system becomes the
sole guiding force amongst their followers. In addition, this leads to
accumulation of power and oftentimes wealth in the hands of the leader.
In our social setting leadership has become selling some “brand” of how
society should be organized, totally not based on the benefit of society
itself but a narrow view of a certain leader or belief. In the business world
leadership has been whittled down to profit for a select few while
neglecting the needs of many.

Hazrat Ali's model of leadership is based on justice, equity and
compassion rather than the wielding of power in order to fulfill the
temporal and spiritual needs of all. These principles can be applied to
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leadership in all spheres of life. His leadership was based on
governance rather than acquisition of power. For Hazrat Ali
governance is not just application of laws leading to “good
governance” but is a composite of ethical principles that include:
justice and fairness, consultation and participation, humility and
simplicity, patience and perseverance and most importantly
humbleness. This model of leadership through governance is
clearly more conducive to progress, creativity and the eternal
message of the Quran-the well-being of humanity in the here and
the hereafter via the example of the sunnah.

The legacy of leadership is embodied in Hazrat Ali's Letter 53,
written in the seventh century where he advises his disciple Mali
Al-Ashtar on principles of leadership and ruling with justice and
fairness. Here are some quotes from this text that will demonstrate
above principles of governance and inclusive leadership;

Passage 82-"Endure their mistakes, their lack of clarity in their
statements, put them at ease, keep your calm and modesty” &
Passage 9-".Let your heart be compassionate, tender and gentle
towards those you manage, do not be a beast.” These passages
emphasize the importance of patience and humility toward
others, which can be seen as an example of empathetic leadership.
Empathetic leadership focuses on understanding and compassion
for others, which can contribute to positive environment in any
group.

Passage 10-"Offer them your forgiveness and leniency as you
would like God to do for you.” encourages the practice of
compassion and forbearance toward others by offering
forgiveness and mercy as one would like to receive from God. This
can help build positive relationships and strengthen our own
morality and connection to God. By practicing this attitude, we can
also encourage others to improve and grow. Forgiveness and
mercy can be seen as positive qualities that can help resalve
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conflicts and ease tensions.

In another passage regarding justice he says:"strive for justice
and monitor your staff for its enforcement, and consult often with
your staff”. The letter directs Malik Al-Ashtar to recruit only those
known for their trustworthiness and to be wary of others' often
hidden true nature in the interest of maintaining just governance.

Hazrat Ali advises Malik Al-Ashtar to fear God and strictly
abide by all divine commands: knowing this is the only antidote to
human tendency to accumulate power leading to the maxim
"power corrupts” . In the letter, the ruler's obligation to God (ahd)
thus transcends and subsumes his duty to the society. The ethos of
humility is then stressed in the letter by presenting pride (takabbur)
as a war with God. The letter urges Malik Al-Ashtar to view his rule
as a means of encouraging religious awakening and spiritual well-
being within the community.

To sum it up, our leaders and those they lead should pay heed
to Hazrat Ali's principles of leadership devised centuries ago. These
led to maintenance of ideas of equality and a just, prosperous
society. Whether it is in the sphere of religious and spiritual
leadership where leadership has deteriorated, barring a few who
stick to Hazrat Ali's concepts, to petty accumulation of personal,
not “fear of God" based power. Similarly in the political arena in
Muslim societies (without exception) leaders should think and act
with Godliness as their guiding principle. It also behooves those
who are led to demand principled, just and kind leadership not just
interest based actions. May God give us the wisdom, taufeeq and
hidayat to guide all our affairs through Hazrat Alis lens of
leadership.

Dr. M. Mehdi Kazmi
Khagpaye Ahlebait
Auliya Council of North America
New York, May 18, 2024
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2 é‘,
VIRTUES OF IMAM ALl

In the light of Prophetic traditions

Imam Ali, may God be pleased with him, is the most beloved of the
companions of the Prophet Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him
peace. The Prophet mentioned the virtues of his companions but Imam Alj,
may God be pleased with him, is the luckiest in this regard. Here | will
present some of the hadiths related to his virtues. It is worth noting that all
the hadiths mentioned here are authentic, or at least good.

1- Get up, O Abu Turab!

Imam Al-Bukhari narrated in his Sahih on the authority of Sahl bin Saad,
who said: "“The Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace,
came to Fatima's house. He did not find Ali in the house, so he said: Where is
the son of your uncle? She said: There was something between me and him
and he made me angry, so he left and did not say anything to me. The
Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace, said to a man:
Look where he is. Then he came and said: O Messenger of God, he is lying in
the mosque. Then the Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him
peace, came while he was lying down. His robe had fallen from his side, and
dust (turab) fell on him. The Messenger of God wiped the dust and said: “Get
up, O Abu Turab, getup, O Abu Turab.” (“Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith: 441)"

2- Ali is to the Prophet what Aaron was to Moses

Imam Muslim narrated on the authority of Saad bin Waqqgas that
Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan ordered Saad and said: What prevented you from
cursing Abu Al-Turab? He said: As for mentioning three things that the
Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace, said to him, | do
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not curse him. Because one of them is dearer to me than red camels.

| heard the Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him
peace, saying to him. He succeeded him in some of his raids, and Ali
said to him: O Messenger of God! Do you leave me with the women and
children? Then the Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant
him peace, said to him: “Are you not content to be to me what Aaron
was to Moses, except that there will be no prophecy after me.”

3- Ali is the beloved of God and His Messenger

And | heard him say on the Day of Khaybar: | will give the flag to a
man who loves God and His Messenger, and whom God and His
Messenger love. Saad bin Waqgas said, “So we waited for that, and on
the next day the prophetsaid: Bring Ali to me and Ali was brought to the
prophet. At that time Ali was suffering from a pain in his eyes.” The
Prophet spat in his eyes and gave him the flag and he became
victorious.

4- Ali is counted among the Ahl al-Bayt

And when this verse was revealed: So say, “Come, let us call our
sons and your sons.” [3/ Al Imran / 61] The Messenger of God, may God
bless him and grant him peace, called upon Ali, Fatima, Al-Hasan, and
Al-Hussein, and said: "Oh God! These are my family” (Sahih Muslim,
Hadith: 2404-32).

5- Whoever the Prophet is his master, Ali is also his master

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Buraydah, who said: |
invaded Yemen with Ali and found misconduct on his part. When | came
to the Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace, |
mentioned some insults to Ali. Then | looked at him, and the face of the
Messenger of God, may God bless him and grant him peace, had
changed. He said: "O Buraydah, am | not more worthy of the believers
than they are of themselves?” | said: Yes, O Messenger of God. He said:
“Whoever | am his master, then Ali is his master.” (“Musnad Ahmad,
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Hadith: 22945)"

6- Ali will fight over the misinterpretation of this Qur'an

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Abu Saeed Al-Khudri,
who said: We were sitting and waiting for the Messenger of God, may
God bless him and grant him peace when he came out to us from the
home of some of his wives. He said: So, we stood with him. His sandal
broke, and Ali stayed behind to fix it, so the Messenger of God, may
God bless him and grant him peace, went and we set off with him, then
he got up to wait for Ali, and we also stood with him. Then he said:
“There is one among you who will fight over the interpretation of this
Qur'an just as | fought over its revelation.” So, we looked forward to
seeing, and among us were Abu Bakr and Omar. The Prophet said: “No,
he is the one who repaired the sandal.” Abu Saeed Al-Khudri said: So,
we came to give him good news. (“Musnad Ahmad, Hadith: 11773)"

7- The most wretched of this nation will kill Ali

Abu Ya'la mentioned in his Musnad on the authority of Imam Alj,
may God be pleased with him. Imam Ali mentioned that Al-Sadiq Al-
Amin told me that | would not die until  would be struck for this, and he
pointed to the front of his left head, which would be stained with blood,
and he grabbed his beard. The Prophet, may God bless him and grant
him peace, said to me: “The most wretched person of this ummah will
kill you just as the most wretched person of so-and-so's son from
Thamud killed God's she-camel.” (Musnad Abi Ya'la, Hadith: 569)

8- Only a believer loves Ali

Imam Muslim narrated in his Sahih on the authority of Imam Alj,
may God be pleased with him, that he said: And the one who split the
grain and healed the soul! And from the covenant of the illiterate
Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace: “No one loves me
except a believer, and no one hates me except a hypocrite.” (“Sahih
Muslim, Hadith: 131)”
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9- | am the abode of wisdom and Ali is its gate

Imam Al-Tirmidhi narrated on the authority of Imam Ali, may God
be pleased with him, who said: The Messenger of God, may God bless
him and grant him peace, said: "l am the abode of wisdom and Ali is its
gate.” ("Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith: 3723)"

It is worth noting that some of the hadiths mentioned above have
been criticized by some hadith scholars, but all of them are supported
in different ways, which make them reach the level of sahih or hasan, as
discussed in detail by Sheikh Zia al-Rahman Azmi in his great work
aad)l Llgl ile iyl Jol il aum—odl Eiyasdl (b JolSUl golzdl (The
complete comprehensive collection of authentic and comprehensive
hadiths arranged in the chapters of jurisprudence).

Finally, I will summarize this article with the historical saying of
Imam Ahmad mentioned in Al-Imam Al-Hakim's Mustadrak. Imam
Ahmad says: “No one of the Companions of the Messenger of God, may
God bless him and grant him peace, attained greater virtues than Ali bin
Abi Talib, may God be pleased with him."” (Al-Mustadrak 4572)

Dr. Zishan Misbahi

Fazil: Jamia Ashrafia, UP

Master's and Ph.D.: Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi, India
Teacher: Jamia Arifia

Member: Shah Safi Academy, Syed Sarawan, Kaushambi, UP, India

QUARTERLY

SUFI TIMES




A beautiful sermon of

Imam Ali (A.S)

A group of the Companions of the Prophet (M. A.B.P.W.H) were discussing the'
, alphabet, they all said that the letter Alif (o Jl)is the most used word in the !
[language. At that time, Sayyiduna Ali bin Abi Talib (RA) stood up and delivered this |
" extempore sermon, which is empty of Alif... This arabic sermon is called Khutbah al- '
, Mu'anagah or Khutbah Mahdhufut al-Alif.
| In this sermon, after praising Allah and testifying the Prophethood of the|
'Prophet Mohammad, and his exalting status (P.B.U.H) emphasis is placed on'!
, following the Holy Quran and Sunnah and adopting piety. After that, the reality of!
| worldly life, the journey of death, the scenes of the grave and fearsome stages of |
'"the hereafter are described in an effective style with end notes consisting of!
, supplication and Istegfhfaar.
|  Thissermon is the best example of the linguistic skill and rhetorical power ofour|
"'spiritual master Imam Ali . It is available in both Sunni and Shia sources. For Sufi!
, Times readers it has been translated into English so they are benefited from this !
| beautiful masterpiece of Imam Ali and live life accordingly.
For details go through:

! 1.Kanzul Ummal: Ali Muttaqi Hindi, 16/208-213,Hadith no:44233.
|  2.Jameul Ahaadith: Soyouti,30/258, Hadith no:33194.
1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

3.Bihaarul Anwaar: Majlisi, 74/342. !

4. Sharah Nahjul Balaghah, Ibne Abul Hadeed,19/140) |

Praising Allah, the almighty and Testifying Tauheed (Oneness of Allah:)

| praise the One whose favours are great and whose blessings are vast,

whose mercy prevails over his anger, whose words are perfect and complete,
whose will is valid, whose authority is mature and whose judgment is just.

| praise Him like a servant who acknowledges His Lordship, bows down to
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His servitude, avoids sins, admits His Oneness, accepts His promises,
seeks His protection from His punishment and hopes forgiveness of his
Lord, by which a man will be saved on the day he forgets his family and
children. We ask Him for help, we beg for His guidance, we believe in
Him and we trustin Him.

With a heart of sincerity and faith, like a staunch believer, | bear
witness that | am convinced of His Oneness, and like an obedient
servant, | declare His Monotheism, that there is no partner in His
Kingdom, and there is no one to help himin his creation. He is free from
the advisor and minister and He has no counterpart.

He is all-knowing yet He hides, something is hidden yet He knows.
He is the owner of everything. He is the Wrathful. He is disobeyed yet
He forgives. If He is worshipped, He bestows rewards. He judges and
gives justice, He gives grace, He provides pleasure, He has always been
and will always be, there is nothing like Him. He is before everything
and after everything.

He is the Lord of such greatness who is unique in his power, He is
the owner of everything by his power, He is free from all lowliness
because of his attribute of exaltation, He is the one who has glory
because of his loftiness, no eye can grasp him and no vision can seize
him. He is mighty and powerful, He is all-hearing and all-seeing, He is
Exalted and Wise, He is Merciful, He is mighty and all-knowing.

Those who describe His glory are unable to describe His glory,
those who know Him are lost in the description of His attributes. He is
near while He is far away. He is far away while He is near. He accepts the
supplications of the people who pray to Him. He provides sustenance
to His servants. His bounties are hidden. He is absolute in his power,
wide in mercy and He inflicts painful punishments. The spacious and
the well-decorated paradise is the manifestation of His mercy, and the
closed Hell full of the killing-fire is the manifestation of His punishment.

Testifying Prophethood of the beloved Mohammad:
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| testify that Allah AlImighty sent His beloved and friend, servant and
Messenger Muhammad Mustafa (the chosen). Allah Almighty sent him
in the best time. During the time of fatrah (a period of ignorance with
no messenger present at that time) and disbelief. He sent the
messenger, showing mercy to his servants and bestowing more
favours. He ended the chain of prophethood with him. He established
his argument firmly through him, so the Prophet (peace and blessings
of God be upon him) warned people, preached his message, and
endured hardshipsin the way.

He is the one who has great compassion and mercy towards every
believer. He is the guardian and the generous. He is intelligent and
beloved.

May Allah the forgiver, merciful and the lord, the one who is very
close to people and who listens to the prayers of his people, confer his
mercy, peace, blessings and honour on the Prophet.

Spiritual instructions and advices:

Assembly attendees! My commandment to you is to fear Allah the
Almighty. | remind you to follow the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). Fear Allah the Almighty, this will give
peace to your heart. Instil his greatness in your heart, it will make you
cry, and hold on to piety, it will be your saviour and source of success on
the day of negligence and on the day of success for those who kept the
scale of good deeds heavy and the weight of sins light. In your prayers,
there should be humbleness and submission, praise, thanksgiving,
obedience, repentance and regret.

Let everyone make the most of his health before his illness, his
youth before his old age, his wealth before his poverty, his leisure
before his busyness, his stay time at home before his journey. Before he
grows old and sick, before the doctor is tired of his disease, before his
beloved ignores him, his intellect deteriorates and his life thread is cut
off. At that stage, he is told that his health has now worsened, his body
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has become weak, after that he reaches a se hard state of Nazaa (death
time), his near and distant relatives come to him. At that time, he looks
upwards, while his forehead is sweaty, his eagerness is appeased, his
life is taken away, his wife is mourning, his body is buried, his children is
orphaned, his power has dissipated and his legacy has been divided.

Before his sight and hearing are lost, he is shrouded, he is made to
lie facing the Qibla, he is bathed, his old clothes are removed, his body
is wiped and wrapped, his shroud is spread over him, his chin is tied
around it, and he is clothed, turbaned, and wrapped, he is bid farewell,
heis greeted, and he is carried on a bed, his funeral prayer is performed,
he is taken out of the colourful houses, the magnificent palaces and the
strong rooms to a strong narrow house made of raw bricks, having a
roof made of heavy stones, then his grave has been levelled by putting
soil on it, and at that time he is in a state of fear and his memories have
been forgotten. His relatives, friends, family members have all returned,
his best friend has also left him, his companions, friends, lovers, loyalists
have all changed, now he has become the food of the grave, confined in
the chattel field, grave worms are running in his body, blood and pus
are coming out of his nostrils, his clothes are torn into pieces, his flesh is
dismembered, his blood is completely drained and His bones have
crumbled.

He will remain in this state until the day of resurrection, then he will
be raised from the grave, the trumpet will be blown, he will be called for
the judgment. At a time when graves have been opened and every
good and bad hidden in the chest will be revealed, every prophet,
righteous person, martyr and eloquent man will be brought, Allah the
almighty, who is aware of His servants and is watching them, will judge.
In that terrible place, in that horrible scene, near the Lord, who is aware
of every small and big thing, many sighs will weaken him and many
tears will cause him pain, he will be drenched in a sweat that will make
him unable to walk. His grief will be distressing for him, but he will not
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be shown mercy because of his tears, there will be no one to listen to his
cry, and no argument will be of any use, his deeds will be revealed, his
sins will be manifested, every limb will bear witness to his evil deeds.
The eyes will bear witness to the things he saw, the hands will bear
witness to the things he held, His feet will bear witness to the things he
moved towards, his body will bear witness to the things he touched and
his private part will bear witness to how it did used, the two angels
Munkar and Nakeer will frighten him, his eyes will be wide-opened, his
neck and hands will be shackled, he will be thrown, dragged alone and
brought to hell in a state of severe pain, he will be tormented there, will
be poured boiling water with which his face will be burnt and his skin
will come off, the angels of hell will hammer him with iron rod, the skin
of the body will be renewed after being burnt, he will cry out but the
angels will pay no attention to his cry, he will continue to cry and be
eternally in hell with regret and sorrow.

End notes and prayers:

| come to the protection of the Lord almighty from the evil of the
end, | seek from the almighty God for the forgiveness, like those
servants with whom He is pleased, | seek for the pardon like those
servants whose excuses He accepts. He who hears my supplications, He
who fulfils my request.

The one who stays away from the punishment of his Lord, becomes
a dweller of His Paradise near Him, and enters eternally in the lofty
palaces, there he will be surrounded by beautiful-eyed Hoors and
servants. Delicious drinks will be served there. He will live in the Firdous
(paradise), he will move about in bliss, and he will be given drinks from
the river of Tasneem. He will be served drinks from a spring of Salsabil,
mixed with ginger and sealed with a fragrance of musk having lasting
pleasure, he will drink wines in a bright and green park. He who drinks it,
will not suffer, nor will he bleed. This is the status of one who fears his
Lord and warns himself, and this is the punishment of one who
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disobeys his Creator and from bad things his Nefs (bad soul) has incited
him to disobey his lord.

The holy Quran is a decisive word and a just ruling, the best story to
tell. This is a text revealed through Sacred angel Gabriel from the Wise,
the Praiseworthy Allah to the guided honourable prophet. May
honourable and righteous angels send Salutations upon him.

| seek refuge with a Merciful Lord from the evil of every accursed
one. Everyone should pray and suplicate to Him. We seek forgiveness
from the Lord of all things for myself and for you too.

Maulana Ziyaur Rahman Alimi

Alim & Fazil: Darul Uloom Alimia Jamda Shahi, UP.
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M.Phil: J.N.U, New Delhi, India
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Auliya Council in New York is a Sufi organization with the mission of carrying forward the
work of Auliya Karam(Sufi Saints) of the Indian Subcontinent. Auliya Council Center consisting of
Khangahe Chishtiya Faridiya/Hussaniya Sajjadiya has a Sama Khana, Library, Conference
Center,gathering spaces, offices and a Masjid and Langar Khana are in progress. The building is
well-equipped for large gatherings where all our activities are conducted. With the over-arching
aspirations of the Sufi saints in mind, ACNA hopes to nurture diversity, carry forward the mission
and follows the path shown by Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti. Several functions take place annually-
Eid Miladunnabi, Urs celebrations, Friday and Eid prayers, regular Sama mehfils amongst
others.

ACNA's official journal, Sufitimes is published quarterly in English and Urdu. Our YouTube
channel, Irfan o Ehsan has regular tafseer series, videos on topics in Sufism and videos on
various related topics.

Please support the work of Auliya Council of North by donating generously. You can
contribute via VENMO @auliya-council or send an email to auliyacouncil@gmail.com for further

information on how to contribute to our good works.
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