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SPIRITUAL WISDOM GATHERING

All aspects of the Seerah is given as a perfect example and

blueprint for action and direction

| had the honour of presenting myself before His Holiness, Miyan -
Huzur (may Allah prolong his shadow upon us). During his -
enlightening discourse on the methods of preaching, invitation,and
conveyance exemplified by The Greatest Guide, Prophet
Mohammad (peace and blessings be upon him), he highlighted the
two major phases of the Prophet's life:

I. Life in Makkah

2.life in Madinah ;

Each of these phases, he explained, is further divided into two

.. distinct aspects:

» LifeinMakkah:

1. Before the revelation of his prophethood

2 Aftertherevelation of his prophethood

+ lifein Madinah:

1. Before the conquest of Makkah

2 Afterthe conquest of Makkah

Just as the Prophet’s life unfolded in stages, so too did his
mission of preaching. Each phase brought its own unique

. challenges and approaches. Ultimately, with the conguest of

Makkah, Islam triumphed, and the truth prevailed. Prophet |

Mohammad (peace and blessings be upon him) demonstrated ~

that the principles and regulations established after the liberation of

~ Makkah are the ultimate framework for preserving the Islamic way of

life and governance.

These teachings have since become guiding principles for
anyone undertaking the noble responsibility of inviting others to
Islam. It is essential to reflect on the entire life and teachings of the

Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to understand the

appropriate approach for every situation. Through his life, we learn:
=  Whento seek solitude for self-reflection and preparation
«  Whento use wisdom and good instruction
=  Whento openly and boldly proclaim the message
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= When migration becomes necessary
-  Whento establish peace through treaties
: The life of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
' remains the ultimate and flawless model of conduct for all humanity.
“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an |
excellent pattern.” (Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:21) N
\ By emulating his life and teachings, we find guidance for every _
situation in our journey of faith and da'wah.

Translated %f

Ali Saeed Safawi

Rescarch Scholar al University of Hartford
Mob:+91 9005133338

Email:alisaced 787 {pmail com
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- Truth and Justice-The Basis of All Societal Institutions

During the morning news telecast in New York today, Fareed

Zakaria, the anchor on television, heralded the fall of the erstwhile

. regime in Syrig, Islamic heartland in so many ways. It was marked by

the exodus of a tyrannical ruler, as yet another supposed flagbearer
of Islarm with his forces entered Damascus.

In the same program, he gave an analysis in the |last few
minutes of institutions deteriorating and individuals forcing their will

~ on people in countries the world over. For decades, institutions have,
in most countries, advanced and less advanced, collapsed and their

. place has been taken by individuals or people wanting to force their
point of view. This led me to think about institutions in the Islamic \
world and individuals who have wedakened, if not eliminated, our
institutions or have led our institutions to neglect from Islamic ideas -
of truth, justice, the right path and transparency. The idea of |
muttagis (ethical individuals) laying the foundations of institutions -
that are durable and just is founded on the Quran and Sunnah. «

~ History telis us our Prophet saw elucidated how these institutions are )
devised, the Khulafa, tabao'een and taba-tabaeen implemented
these principles.

In a sweeping look at our history it appears institution building
lost its Quranic and Sunnah basis, rather its spiritual basis and was
replaced by needs, particularly by power, narcissistic or ideological
needs of certain individuals or ideologies. This process began soon

- after Imam Hassan relinguished his khilafat. Rather than looking after
the needs of society at large as taught by our scriptures and our
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Prophet saw, these individuals lost the plotin a quest for power alone.

So what are Islamic institutions? Given that Islam is a deen or

path in sync with human nature, its institutions are based on divinely

~ gifted ideas of justice, of tawhid, day of judgment, or accountability, -
piety (tagwa) and ethics (akhlagiyat), simply doing good deeds and
keeping yourself from harming others. These ideas of conduct
translate, in the zahiri world as institutions that we live with in our daily
individual and communal lives. These ideas are well defined in the
Quran and in the secular world or non- spiritually guided world as
“institutions”. They are either human-made institutions devoid of
spiritual propulsion as in man-made institutions or spirituality and

- faith (iman) guided as in the Islamic tradition. They include the social
contract, the court systemn to meet needs of justice, democratic
institutions like parliaments, state bureaucracies, business institutions,
international relations institutions, governance and dll spheres of
functioning in life that govern social and individual behavior.

The reason for the pathetic state of the Islamic world, in all
aspects, moral, spiritual and material is our violation of two very
basic Quran based institutions on which stands our civilization as
people of faith and religion-Truth(haq) and Justice(adl),

. metaphysical institutions divinely placed in our "Hearts” I. Truth or _
- haq can also be defined as reality or redlity as fully discerned

through both internal and external God presence. In other words the |
internal presence of God as Iman in our Hearts, if firmly established
leads to Divine Truth's presence in the external(batini) reality of our
lives and world. Justice, similar to Truth has an internal spiritual
existence and an external “worldly” manifest expression and is
metaphysically linked to Truth. Being just is doing Justice with the
presence of Truth(haq). These two metaphysical institutions are the
bedrock of all institutions in the Islamic tradition. By not having these
two metaphysical (but'real”) characteristics as foundations we are

. blinded as to what is happening to us, how our truth and reality is .
changing and how we can respond to it Imam Ali as’s sayings make

v - 1 ]
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the explicit connection between the sense of proper ordering of
things. Defining Justice he states: “Justice puts things in their right
place”. What relates Imam Ali's definition of justice to the sacred is

~ thatthefirstand mostimportant” thing” to be putis ones relationship
with God everything else is derived from this spiritual imperative 2.
This order or precedence is clearly established in the following
important statement in Imam Ali as’s letter to Malik al- Ashtar "Be just
with God and be just with people (giving them what is their due) from
yourselves” 3. The principle at work here emerges clearly from the
following saying, "whoso establishes well-being between himself
and God establishes well-being between him and mankind®. 4. Thus,

~ this principle of Justice with the Divine Nature puts” everything in the
right place in social, economic, political, judicial and all other
aspects of life. As per Imam Ali spirituality can bestow an existential
power upon the moral effort to live according to just precepts, a
power that is lacking when justice is concerned exclusively in terms
of individual or horizontal values, that is, according to secular
“moral philosophy” divorced from religious or spiritual principles 5.

This lack of spiritual and religious orientation has led to

diametric opposites of what constitutes a strong, lasting society
- based on the Quran and fulfills the needs of all humanity. Hence _
- people and societies, as Muslim societies have done, collapse and
are overtaken by others, by brute force as they lack the greatest |
protection-the power of faith (Iman) and its correlates of Truth and
Justice so eloquently described in the Nahajul-Balagha.

It is our humble submission to the Muslim world to base the
redefinition of institutions in all aspects of our batini and zahiri life on
Truth(haq) and Justice(ad!) and not on man-made ideas of morality
and “deislamized” rules.n order to create a just and equitable
existence for all mankind. Not only will these principles take us closer
to God but will also save us from impending oblivion in this world.

Not to sound pessimistic, but unless we rebuild our civilization
and societies led by Truth and Justice and not by narcissistic, power
hungry political, religious and social leaders we will continue to

QUARTERLY 1 ALY [
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hurtle towards the backwaters of history as we have done for |last
several centuries. We will betray our Covenant to God and Prophet
saw, a sure-shot route to hell on earth and hereafier.

I-Hadis e Qudsi by our Prophet saw-My earth and My heaven
contain me not, but the heart of my faithful servant containeth Me”. |-
The center of oneself, symbolically the "Heart” in traditional
cosmology is to be understood metaphysically as the center of the
world, symbolically the “Sun®. This radiant Center is, like an eye, the
visionary core of one's being, which in Meister Eckhart's terminology,
is simultaneously*the eye by which | see God" and the"eye by which
God sees me”.(Quoted by M. Ali Lakhani in “The Sacred Foundations

- of Justice in Islam* page 6, World Wisdom Inc.2006
2- M. Ali Lakhani in “The Sacred Foundations of Justice in Islam”

page 67, World Wisdom Inc.2006
3-Nahj ul- Balagha, page 368 translated by Syed Mohammed
askari Jafery, Tahrike Tarsile Quran, New York, Second American
_ Edition, 198

intelligence.
. 4~ Nahj ul- Balagha, page 368, saying 86 translated by Syed
' Mohammed askari Jafery, Tahrike Tarsile Quran, New York, Second
American Edition, 1981
_ 5- M. Ali Lakhani in *“The Sacred Foundations of Justice in Islam”
~ page 67, World Wisdom Inc.2006

Dr. M. Mehdi Kazmi Saeedi

Exccutive Director, Auliva Council of North America
Managing Editor. Sufitimes

Mob:+1 (914)525-1945

Email montcsynapscidgmail com
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The Interfaith Work of
Abraham: Bridging Islam,

Judaism and Christianity
Ali Saeed Safawi

Introduction

It is important to remember that Abraham, a key character in [\

Islam, Christion and Judaic tradition is a figure through which
representation of the three great monotheistic faiths could come
together. Serving as a patriarch in all three traditions, the texts

3 relating his story are characterized by faith, covenant, sacrifice and

divine promises. Due to these mutual themes, Abraham becomes
the pivotal character through which Abrahamic religious groups
could embrace dialogical relationship. However, using Abraham to
forge partnership and unity between religious comnmunities is not
smooth sailing. His story is given a different meaning across
traditions, bringing out theological, cultural and historical

: . differences that are more dominant than theological similarities.

This research paper addresses two central questions: What

have been the parts played by the story of Abraham in the ~
promotion of tolerance between the Islamic, Jewish and Christian =

faiths? And what are the contours of prospects and concerns when
using Abraham as the primary reference point for interfaith work in .
the twenty-first century? Whilst this goal has been achieved through |
analysing Abraham's role in Christianity, Islam and Judaism, it is

hoped that this paper demonstrates both the potential and the

challenge of engaging in inter-faith dialogue based on his figure
positively. In addition, it traces how Abraham's narrative could
contribute toward more extended multicultural discourse relating to
the application of multi-faith symbols and images in the promotion

= .
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of tolerance, harmony, and appreciation of other faiths.

In this analysis, the role of Abraham is viewed in the frameworks

of historical- religious mythology and post-modern symbolic

 outlook. Thefirst area of discussion is that of the identity and status of
Abraham in Islamic, Jewish and Christian scriptures and traditions,
after which his function in historical and current inter-religious
dialogue and cooperation is discussed. It summarises the issues
that may both help and hinder approaching Abraham as a context
for interfaith relations and the prospects of such approach in the
face of contemporary globalisation.

Abraham inthe Three Monotheistic Religions:

Abrahaminislam

Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim sl ) oceupies a very high statusin
Islam and is considered an examplar of the worship of the true God
alone. The Quran presents Abraham as a hanif, someone who
rejected idolatry and turned exclusively and only to Allah. The two
main pillars of his being, obedience to Allah and surrender to His will,
are part of the Islamic story. The Qur'an narrates a number of timesin
the life story of Abraham, including when he argued with his father
and people againstidol worship, when he prayed for his generations

- yet to come, and when he returned with his son Ishmael to _
- reconstructthe KaabainMecca.

The story of Abraham's readiness to sacrifice his son, identified |
in Islamic tradition as Ishmael is a defining moment in his prophetic
mission. This is done in obedience to God's instructions, a process
celebrated every year during the festival famously known as Eid al-
Adha, a major Islamic event. Abraham'’s portfolio is upheld in the
pillars of the Islamic faith and the prohibitive religious practices
signifying belief, surrender and oneness.

This paper discusses how Abraham's identity also plays drole in
the development of the Shariah (Islamic Law) in the aspect of

. spirituality and the commmunal life of the Islamic ummah. Heis atthe .
core of the "Hajj” that attracts millions of Muslims from culturally and

v - 1 ]
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ethnically diverse backgrounds as manifestin islam.

What is more, In Islam Abraham’s importance is not only
theological but also spiritual and social for the ummah (Islamic
waorld). It is said that his story is a vital component of the Haijj
(Pilgrimage) where millions of Muslims of different colour, cultures,
ethnicity and language flock to Mecca, which reflects the unity of the
Islamic nation and its diversity.

Abraham in Judaism:

When it comes to the role of Abraham in Judaism the basic
function is monumental as Abraham is considered to be the first
Jewish father and the person who initiated the covenant between

- God and lsrael. His stories from the Genesis focuses on faith,
obedience and promises. Abraham’s journey starts with a call to
travel to an unknown land by the word of God and leaving the
homeland. This act of faith makes him as obedient to God,+ an
attribute thatis dear to God in the Old Testament.

This covenantal bond between God and Abraham is the

foundation for Judaism with belief in the monotheist God. Genesis 17

details how God comes to Abraham, and informs him that he would
become the father to many nations; this covenant is underscored by
- the act of circumcision which is made to be eternal. His authority
. doesnotendwith himself and he replicates a patriarchalfigurein his
-~ descendants Isaac, and Jacob, the descendants of whom are
'\ regarded as the Jewish people.

' Furthermore, Abraham as a character reflects many Jewish
virtues including; generosity, fairness, and advocacy. His hospitality
to three strangers at Mamre (Genesis 18) is a celebrated example of |
welcoming the "other,” while his plea for the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah, it shows the care of justice and mercy from him to his
people. These qualities make Abraham not only a heroic ancestor of
the faith but moral example as well, his story does the same in

_ interfaith ethics in today's moral discussion.
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Abraham in Christianity
According to the Christian tradition, Abraham is considered as
a father and as one of the essential characters to realisation of the
 divine plan of salvation. He is later retold and represented in the New
Testament as a man of faith. The Apostle Paul stresses the faith of
Abraham as the starting point of his justification in God's sight,
without works. Consequently, this interpretation extends the divine
covenant with Abraham to involve all the believers, the Gentiles and
the Jews, making Abraham the father of all the believers.
God's request to Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac, is in the
theology of Christianity an indication of God's plan to sacrifice Jesus
- Christ. This is equally true in the light of these parallel and underlying
themes of Obedience, Trust in God and the ultimate Redemption. So
in other words, Abraham’s story links the Old Testaments with New
Testaments and connects promises to Israel with their realisation
through Christ.
Since the covenant was made with Abraham, Christians claim

that they must take everyone in because it was made for everyone.
Since Christianity refers to Abraham as the patriarch of everyone
who believes in God, it is easier for Christians to engage in dialogue
. with Muslims and Jews, because they are considered brothers and
- sisters by faith.
Abraham and Interfaith Work

A Shared Ancestral Figure

Abraham's importance in Islam, Judaism and Christianity
shows him as interfaith messenger par excellence. In this case, he
is their common grandfather, and since the three religions are so
distinct from each other, this is a good narrative that unites all
three religions. Thus, they can create a base for people of the two
religions and other Abrahamic faiths to know and appreciate
each other’s religion as close relatives.

It is still worth noting that the image of Abraham as the N
acknowledged father of many peoples has encouraged many

v - 1 ]
QUARTERLY ] JIE e |

SUFI TIMES




N = L

interreligious projects. For example, Children of Abraham is a project
that connects Muslims, Christians and Jews, for the purpose of
studying their holy books and heritage. Similarly such endeavors
 stress the possibility of Abraham as a figure who brings unification
and can create channels for conversations and partnerships. '
Ethicaland Moral Lessons
Abraham's story enshrines principles of ethics that any
professional of any religion can embrace cross culturally. The firstis
Abraham’s hospitdlity, the second is justice, and the third is faith —
the depiction of these features facilitates an understanding of the
main interfaith activities and is above all sectarian aspects. For
~ example, Abraham pleading for Sodom and Gomorrah pertains to
justice and mercy consideredto be the foundation of a new society.
The common ethical values created a platform through which
issues to do with poverty, inequities, and environmental
deterioration can be dealt with. Thus, based on the model provided
by Abraham interfaith can bring together people for the common
good to work together to further justice.
A Bridge to Reconciliation of History
Abraham’s narrative also provides guidance on how
~differences between the three Abrahamic religions can beresolved.
- In this manner interfaith work can contribute to the process of
reconciliation when it is based on a common history. For instance, |
the Council of Religious Institutions of the Holy Land has used the
account of Abraham to encourage tolerance and dialogue
between Muslims, Jews and Christians in a conflict riddenarea.
Challenges of Employing Abraham in Interfaith Work
Different Theological Explanations
However, this figure [Abraham] is presented in each tradition
with somewhat different regard to his meaning as much as the
result of accreted layers of interpretation due to high impact of
. differing theological concerns. One point of variance has to do with .
the identification of the son in the binding story: Isaac in Jewish

v - 1 ]
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[Christian tradition and Ishmael in Islam. These differences can work
to create conflict and confusion, making a view of Abraham as a
collective symbol: this creates a challenge of identity in the

~ reconciliatory narrative.

Dealing with these two ways of understanding these traditions
calls for precaution and readiness to embrace the issues of each
tradition. Interfaith dialogue needs to accept these differences as
they look for those values and ethics that can link them together.

Political and Historical Situations

In many cases, history and politics of the designated religions,
in relation to Abrahamic stream, make it worse creating a divide and

- making the works of interfaith harmony harder. For instance, a

dispute over Palestine follows a religious historical struggle as
Abraham cannot be used as a middleman given the clash of these
narratives. Equally importantly, previous colonial experiences and
religious persecutions play their role as prejudices and interfaith
boundaries to further complicate those relationships.

There is therefore a need for interfaith work to pay attention to
these historical and political formations to enhance effective
engagements. This must be accompanied by commitment to
justice, reconciliation and transformation of structures that seem to
maintain divisions.

Risk of Oversimplification

This is because, if one concentrates on Abraham as the father
of faith, then the issue of interfaith harmony becomes too
straightforward. While he sets the ball rolling in the right direction,
there is much more to do for a serious conversation: the historical
Jtheological and cultural aspects of both traditions. Multifaith
relations need to embrace sameness and embrace Otherness,

,1" harmenising formal inclusiveness and genuine respect

Areas of Interfaith Encounter
Abraham as a Symbol of Unity
In the twenty-first century, therefore, Abraham's story as retold

v - 1 ]
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in the biblical texts has much power to mobilize creative imagination
regarding interfaith practice. Representing the all people of the
world, he can be used as one that can bring together different
 partners and cooperate to solve problems that are global, inareas
such as climate change, migrations, social justice and peace-
building. It is therefore a good thing that projects such as the ones
notably represented by the Abrahamic Family House located in Abu
Dhabi which hosts a synagogue, a church and mosque bear
testimony to the strength of Abraham's succession in the principles
of inter-givenness and respect.
Educationalinitiatives
Religious courses on the role of Abraham in the three religions
may enhance the awareness of differentiation while at the same
time profiting the three religions. For example, Scriptural Reasoning
that is an interfaith practice which engages the participants in a
study of the scriptures such as the Abrahamic ones. One such
program was dimed at scriptural readings from the sacred
Abrahamic religion's texts, which was organized by Auburn
Seminary, which | have attended. Likewise, Hartford International
University is investing efforts in this harmony or unity by conducting a
- weekly gathering called Community Prayers. They also give people
- from diverse backgrounds a chance to interact and work together
overcoming the barriers attached to being placed in a particular |
stereotype.
Conclusion
In this context, Abraham is a rather ambiguous icon
representing the interaction between Islam, Judaism and
Christianity. The fact that he is common to the three traditions both
speaks of the idea of bringing different people together by use of a
shared patriarch to improve relations and show cohesion, but it also
shows the probable pitfalls that may come with such a move.
. However, various differences in theology, history and potential for .
distortion affects these processes; but, at the same time, Abraham’s
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story provides rich possibilities to develop these measures based on
ethical concerns, historical reconciliation, and joint activities.

It is within the ethical framework of Biblical faith, sacrifice and
the covenant that Abraham offers the world a perennial solution
and resource for solving cosmopolitan problems ranging from
social justice to the obligation to care for the earth as well as building
interreligious understanding among the world's faith traditions. In
this manner, by recognizing both similarities and differences in his
narrative, interfaith discourse can move from shallow
rapprochements into more proactive forms of interaction.

Today, in the twenty-first century, the example of Abraham is a

- call to new generations to engage with the task of inter-faith service
with a presupposition of intensity along with resilience. In concrete
ways, he challenges all theological and cultural divisions urging one
to look at the healthy implementation of hospitality, the practice of
justice and compassion as the building blocks for reconciliation and
cobbling together of a unified world. Thus, using the scripture of
Abraham-—interfaith work not only commemorates past but, also
seeks to build a better future based on civility and people’s unity.
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What explanation might a
Syt dervish offer?

®  Poetry, Sama (Audition), and Sonic Theology | Hina Athar Khan

Sufism, in its essence, is a purpose driven practice. Often, to

describe various elements of its concept and evident practicesitis |

, defined as an order, or a tradition, or a set of rituals. And often such

b

definitions lead to a mistaken understanding. What is the purpose of
Sufism? Reaching Allah. Allah, to Muslims, is an all-inclusive term to
define God with all of His stated attributes according to the Isiamic
tradition but also His unstated attributes which include all which the
human intellect unanimously recognizes as praiseworthy. When a
Sufi reaches Allah, he reaches Him in a manner that embraces all
expressions of Him, the One revered by all faiths. In such a stead the
sufi reaches Ahad/Wahid (the One and Only) and Ik Onkar (One
God), Haq (the Truth) and Satnam (the Truth), Rashid (the Infallible
Guide) and Wahe Guru (the Wonderful Teacher). In latter
expressions of the above realizations, the accomplished Sufi
embraces religious as well as an interreligious perfection.

This purpose, therefore, determines what any supererogatory «
activity, or practice, means for a Sufi = including Sama. In this essay il
we will consider the Sikh practice of Sangat, its aesthetic and
interreligious importance as implored by Nikki Singhli], in light of the
question posed on the role of sonic theology by Dr Lucinda Mosher in
her paper - Is It “Praying Twice", where she asks, "“What theological
explanation might a Sufi dervish offer?”[2] for sonic theology.

[1] Singh, Nikky Guninder K. “Turning to Aesthetics: The Guru Granth Sahib and Interreligious Studies”, The
Georgotown Companion to Interrelfigious Studies, Georgetown University Press, 2022+ 320-322 .
[2]1 Mosher, Lucinda "Is It "Praying Twice?': An Anglican Christian Comparative Theological Consideration of |

Chanting and Hymn-singing in Bhakti Hindw, Sikh, and Sufi Muslim Traditions”, fournal of interreligious Studies, .

', March2024, lssue41:27-31
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The Guru Granth Sahib is the primary scripture of Sikhism
containing the poetic verses of Sikhism's gurus as well as Hindu and
Muslim Sufi masters, including Shaykh Farid ud Din. Singh elucidates
that the text is written in musical measures, with the hymns woven
into the Indian musical system that evoke a mood of vismad
(wondrous joy) as it is sung and heard in a Sangat — “a collective
togetherness where people come together in the presence of the
holy book to sing and hear the sacred verse”|[3].

This definition of Sangat, is also a close description of the Sufi

sama (Audition): A gathering of dervishes where, by the sense of
hearing, Sufi seekers reach Mushahida-e-Haq (Contemplation of

~ the Truth). According to an eminent Sufi of the early times, Dhu 'I-Nun
Misri, "Audition is a Divine Influence (warid al Haq} which stirs the
heart to seek God". He immediately qualifies however that, "those
who listen to it spiritually attain to God and those who listen to it
sensually fall into heresy|4]. In this qualification, lies not just the
answer to Dr. Mosher's question on what explanation a Sufi Dervish
may offer, but also an example of the length and breadth of
interreligious understanding and experience a Sufi Dervish may
possibly enjoy!

A Sufi's journey and his acts are purpose driven. Sama s the use
of the sense of hearing to achieve the Sufi purpose, a sense deemed
superior to sight[s|. With this perspective therefore, a true seeker
would readily embraces all forms aesthetic experiences that drive
him towards a clearer contemplation of God, whether in the form of
poetry or musicality regardless of which faith tradition, or not, it is
derived from. For such a seeker, his experience is as unigue as his
fingerprints. This is similar to the compilation of the Guru Granth
Sahib where its compilation focused not so much on ‘whose’ God

[3] Singh:320-322

[4] Nicholson, Reynold A. "Kashf Al-Mahjub of Al-Hujwiri: The Oldest Persian Treatise on
- Sufism”, published by Islamic Research Center, Lahore: 404

[SINicholson: 393
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was contemplated as long as God was contemplated.
For a Sufi, however, Sama is merely an aid to reach the station of
the Truth and not the Truth initself. This aid rests on the foundation of
~ obedience to, and strengthens, the obligatory acts of worship
| unraveling the wisdom and secrets in their prescription. This aid also
signifies a dependence and a weakness ascribed commonly to
" those new to this journey, requiring keen and acute self-awareness
by the Sufi to remain true to his purpose and not fall to the ruse of
music bereft of theology. Herein lies the delicate idea that a true Sufj,
one who has accomplished the highest degree is free of his need for
any aids at all, where *he hears (spiritual truths) from every object in
~ the universe”, be it the “croaking of a Raven®.

=
Hina Athar Khan
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Spiritual Advice
of Sheikh Shahab al-Din Sohrawardi to His Son
Translation of A Testament

r Introductory Note: This testament was written by Sheikh al-
Shuyukh, Shahab al-Din Abu Hafs Omar Suhrawardy Quddisa
i |5f'rruhu (author of Awarif al-Mda'arif,), a towering figure in Sufism,
. |who lived between 539 AH and 632 AH (1145-1234 CE). Composed
,?‘a. for his son, Abu Muhammad Imad al-Din Abdullah Suhrawardy, the
|\ testament is deeply personal yet universal in message and very
"' Irelevant to our time, encapsulating the essence of Sufiteachings. It
.‘ lserves as a timeless guide to spiritual proximity and divine
i' |fEﬂHZUﬁGF‘L Treasured by seekers of the Sufi path, it has been used
by Sufi masters as an admonition for students and disciples and
|hc15 inspired scholars in their writings, letters, and treatises on
\mysticism.

The renowned Indian Sufi master and eminent scholar of
Islam, Makhdoom Sheikh Saad al-Din Khairabadi Quddisa Sirruhu
|({:|. 922 AH/1516 CE), cited from this testament in his magnum opus,
|Mﬂ;mﬂ' al-Suluk, which is a voluminous commentary on Risala
|Mckfya, authored by the great Sufi master Qutbuddin Dimashgqi (d.
780 AH/1378 CE). The Arabic text of this testament was recently
IpUbﬁShEd by Dar al-Taqwi, Damascus, Syrig, in 1443 AH/2022,

' Ic:llong side a newly edited version of Awarif al-Ma arif.
The Arabic edition was meticulously prepared by researcher
[Biiul Muhammad Hatem al-Saga, who relied on three manuscripts.
The first is the manuscript of Sheikh al-1slam Fayzullah Effendi (No.
4 [1263], which is primarily a manuscript of Awarif al-Ma'arif, with this

testament (dated 962 AH.) included atits beginning.
The second manuscript, housed in the Maktaba Azhariyya
L{Eeriﬂ! No. 132905, Special No. 2281), is a compilation of various

|

%
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treatises, with this testament spanning folios 19 to 21.

The third manuscript, also from the Maktaba Azhariyya (Serial
No. 34788, Special No. 741),is a collection of writings on the science of
faith, where this testament is found on folios 36 to 37.

Recognizing its universal significance, the testament has been
translated into English with subtitles for the first time, to make it
accessible to a broader audience. This beautiful piece of work
appearing in Sufitimes, aims to preserve and share a treasure of .
wisdom that transcends centuries. M. Z. Alimi

|
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Fear of Allah, Protection of His rights and the rights of the
people:
Dear son! My advice to you is to fear Allah Almighty in all
1 circumstances, both in private and public. Keep His fear in your heart,
take care of the rights of Allah, His Messenger, your parents and all
pious people. Consequently, Allah Almighty will be pleased with you.
Keep Allah Almighty in mind in all situations, both outwardly and
inwardly.

Recitation and understanding of the Quran:

Do not neglect the recitation of the Holy Quran secretly and

- publicly, outwardly and inwardly with knowledge, understanding,

- contemplation, deliberation, sadness, grief and tears in your eye.
Refer to the Holy Quran in all rulings; the Holy Quran is the proof of |
Allah Almighty over creation. So, protectits rights.

Knowledge, Creeds, Sunnah and bad company:

Do not turn away from knowledge even a single step, learn
jurisprudence (Figh), do not be like ignorant Sufia and common
Ulermna. They are thieves of religion and robbers of Muslims. Adhere to
the Sunnah, remain steadfast in the belief of the people of Tawheed -
and stay away from the baseless things that have been created in
religion, such things are innovations (Bid,ah) and every innovation is

. an aberration. Do not be in company of adolescents, women,
innovators, rich and disciples of passion. This destroys your religion.

T
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Contentment, and the importance of consuming Halal:
Be content with a little of this world, live in solitude and weep
over your sins. Eat halal, this is the key to good deeds, do not go near
~ the Haram lest the fire of Hell burn you on the Day of Judgment. Wear
Halal clothes you will find the sweetness of faith and worship, keep
the fear of Allah Almighty in your heart and mind and do not forget
that you will have to stand before Him.
Observance of congregational prayers and avoidance of
positions: ;
Perform voluntary prayers (Nawafil) at night, fast during the
day, and even if you are not an imam or a muezzin, do not neglect '
 congregational prayers. Do not seek leadership or designation,
because the one who desires to achieve leadership or designation
will never succeed. Do not sign Qabalah or similar documents
(which are expected to receive additional wealth in return for
signing), do not attend the assemblies of kings and judges, and do
not accept the wealth of wills (easy money). Flee from people as you
would flee from a lion, and choose solitude and seclusion so that
your religion is not destroyed.
Self-discipline and training of the soul:
{ Travel with the intention of making yourself taste humiliation; _
- The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: 15358513338 _231:5.451 3435 “Fast and you will be healthy, travel and you |
will gain wealth.” (Tabarani, Mujarm Awsat, Hadith No: 8312) Take care
of the hearts of the elders, do not be deceived by the praise of those
who praise you, do not be saddened by the condemnation of those
who condemn you, and consider both their praise and their
condemnation to be equal for you. Maintain your good behaviour
©  with all creatures and be humble. The Messenger of Allah (peace
J andbl essmgs of Allah be upon him) said:
— AidzssfEpsiiiaai sz S o4 (Ibn Majah, Hadith: 4176)
(Whoever humbles himself for the sake of Allah, Allah will raise :
him up, and whoever is arrogant, Allah will put him down).

L'

QUARTERLY

SUFI TIMES




N = I |
Be kind to everyone, good or bad, in all circumstances. Be
.. merciful to all creatures, both small and big, and look at them with
evesof mercy.

Negligence and the death of the heart:

Do not make it a habit to laugh, laughter comes from |
negligence and the heart becomes dead. The Messenger of Allah -
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

058 a8t sl g s

“If you knew what | know, you would laugh little and weep much.” -
(Sahih Bukhari, Hadith: 6486) i

Do not be fearless of the grip of the Almighty, and do not despair

- ofthe mercy of God, but live between fear and hope.

Abandoning the world and serving pious people:

Dear son! Abandon the world; if you fall for it, your religion will be
lost. Fast, pray, and despite poverty and hardship, remain cheerful,
chaste, weli-mannered, polite, humble, and pious. Become a scholar
of Figh, distinguish yourself from the ignorant Sufi masses, serve the
teachers and religious masters with your wealth, body, and
designation. Protect their hearts, times, character and conduct, and
do not criticize them unless their actions are against the whole

» community. If you criticize them, you will never succeed. Never ask
-1 about people out of curiosity, do not ask for anything from them, and
' donotargue withthem.

Generosity, envy and sustenance:

Do not store anything for tomorrow, Allah will definitely provide the
sustenance that is destined for you every day. Be generous with your
heart and soul, spend what Allah has given you, and avoid stinginess,
envy, and deceit; for the stingy and envious will be in Hell. Do not always
show off your status in front of people, do not just keep your
appearance beautiful, mere external beauty and adomment are a
sign of the destruction of the inner seif. Believe in the promise of Allah

~ Almighty regarding sustenance, He has guaranteed the sustenance of
every animal. Allah Almighty says: Lz il BV 235133855455 “And thereis
\_ nocreature on earth but upon Allah its sustenance” (Hud: 6).
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Trustinthe Creator and Avoid the useless:

Abandon hope from all creation, do not be attached to them,
speak the truth even if it is bitter and do not rely on the creation,

~ otherwise the Creator of the universe will drive you out from his door.
Pay special attention to yourself, the Messenger of Allah (peaceand
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: ¥l 8 5. Jall Ol il fa"One of -
the best qualities of a person’s Islam is to abandon what is not
beneficial to him” (Tirmidhi, Hadith: 2317) and be sincere and well-
wishing toall creation.

Sufiethics and manners:

Control your eating, drinking, sleeping and speaking. Eat only

 when absolutely necessary, do not talk except when obligatory and
do not sleep until sleep prevails over you. Observe night prayers and
daytime fasts and do not sit too much in gatherings of Samaa (in
which only ghazals and love poems are recited); this creates
hypocrisy and then the heart becomes dead. However, do not have
objections over Samaa gatherings either, because there are some
people who are capable of attending Samaa gatherings. Samaad is
only suitable for a person whose heart is alive and the soul is dead.
For someone whose heart is not in such a state, fasting, praying and

' engaging in Dua and Adhkaar (words of supplications, regular _

- remembrance and Dua)isbetter.

Let your heart be sad, your body sick, your eyes weeping in the |
love of Allah, your deeds full of sincerity and your prayers should
include praises of Allah. Let your clothes be worn out, your
companions be the poor, your home be a mosque, your wealth be
insight into religion and its deep awareness, your adornment be
asceticism and your companion be the Most Gracious Lord.

Principles of making friends:

Do not befriend someone unless the following five qualities are
clearly visible in him:

|. He prefers poverty to wealth.

2 He prefers action to knowledge.
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3. He considers the Hereafter to be more important than this world.

4. He prefers humiliation for the sake of religion to worldly honour.

5. He has insight into external and internal knowledge and is
always ready for death.

Being thoughtful of the Hereafter: :

Dear son! Do not be deceived by the beauty of the world, this
world seems green, fresh and sweet. Whoever clingsto it clingsto it
and whoever rejects it also shakes it off. There is no way to keep the
world. Be prepared for the journey of death day and night and be
concerned about the Hereafter.

The worldis justlike a guest house:

Dear son! Keep yourself in seclusion, be solitary, and be broken-
hearted in fear of God, until you areimmersed in the blessings of God
Almighty. Live in this world as if you were a stranger or a traveller.
Count yourselves among the dwellers of the grave and leave this

. world as you came to it free from sins; for it is not known by what
~ name you will be called on Conclusion: the Day of Resurrection.

Conclusion:

. May Allah Almighty grant us the ability to act in accordance
- with these instructions and protect us from opposing them. True
. knowledge is with Allah Almighty, He is sufficient for us, and He is
' the best disposer of affairs. There is no power or might except Him.
~ May Allah's blessings and peace be upon our master, Hazrat
. Muhammad (peace be upon him), his family, and his companions
~ until the Day of Resurrection.

M. Z. Alimi

Teacher & Rescarch Scholar

Jamia Anfiz, Satyed Sarawan, Kaushambi
Mobh:+91 7318263105

Email: meralimifemail.com
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Hesemerh Center

ANNOUNCEMENT

By the Grace of God and Blessings of Imam All as IMAM ALl LIBRARY and RESEARCH
CENTER hos been established at Auliva Council of North America Center in Mahopac, New York.

[ALRC's acodemic affiiation is with Hartford International University for Religion and
Peace, USA and Jamia Arfiya, Sayed Sarawan, india.

Dr. Hoseln Kamaly is IALRC s Founding Director while Dr. MMehdi Kazmi, Dr. Hasan Abbas,
Dr. Kishwar Rizvi, and Dr. Hasnain Walji serve on the board.

IALRC is an independent academic research institution engaged in producing high
quality research in Islomic topics and culture in the US. Full-time post doctoral fellows and
affiliate fellows will staff the Center and work under the auspices of Imam All Chair in Shia
Studies and Dialogue Among Islamic Schools of Thought at Hartford International University.

[ALRC's mission is to fill the gap in the US for lslom related research and create a larger
presence for 1slam and related culture in US ocademio by bringing together scholars and

research thatis much needed.
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